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Using 3M™ Wrap Film Series 2080 
 
 

About the Films 
 
What’s new about 3M™ Wrap Film Series 2080? 
High gloss colors are added to 3M™ Wrap Film Series 2080.  
3M™ Wrap Film Series 2080 is a multi-layer cast adhesive-backed film for full-color vehicle wraps, accents, or 
partial decoration wraps. 

• 3M™ Wrap Film Series 2080 is more conformable than the previous 3M™ Wrap Film Series 1080, requiring 
less heat during installations. 

• 3M™ Wrap Film Series 2080 gloss and high gloss film colors have a conformable protective film layer on 
their surface which: 

− Reduces surface impressions and increases scratch resistance during installation. 

− Can be easily and cleanly removed after installation.  

− Prevents scratches on the protective film layer from transferring to the film itself. 

− The protective film layer should be left on for the entire installation, but it MUST be removed before 
post-heating. 

− If hazing occurs, a heat gun can be used to restore the film’s original gloss level. 

• Additional new features of 2080 high gloss color films include: 

− An optimized adhesive for exceptional installation experience, related to reduced initial tack and 
improved repositionability. 

− Smooth high gloss finish after installation. 
 

What is the warranty on the new 3M™ Wrap Film Series 2080 high gloss colors? 
The new 2080 high gloss colors have the same comprehensive 3M™ MCS™ Warranty as the rest of the 2080 
films: up to eight years of protection on vertical applications.* 

*Warranty varies by zone. 

 
Does the vehicle’s condition impact the look of 2080? 
All wrap films, including 2080, should be applied to a “like new” vehicle finish for the best results. 3M’s 
warranty only applies to vehicles that have an excellent bond between the paint and the vehicle substrate. Any 
rust, bubbling, scratches, dents, or other damage will be visible through the film, and such imperfections may 
damage the film or cause the film to fail prematurely. Areas repaired with body filler must be sanded, epoxy 
primed, and, for best results, finished with an original equipment manufacturer paint or clear coat. Any recently 
applied finish must be fully cured according to the paint manufacturer’s directions before the film is applied. 
Any defect in the paint - including scratches, dents, bubbling, pitting, fisheyes, and orange peel - may be visible 
through any 2080 film. This is especially a concern with the high gloss 2080 films, as the high gloss magnifies 
these defects. 3M recommends that a professional paint correction is performed before the installation of any 
2080 films when heavy orange peeling is present on a vehicle. Failure to do so will result in high gloss films 
taking on the orange peel appearance. Wrap shops should set proper expectations for their customers before 
installing any 2080 film, especially when using high gloss 2080 films. 
 
How do I clean the vehicle properly before applying the film? 
Cleaning the application surface properly is one of the most important steps to a good application.  
Working with 2080 high gloss films requires a clean installation environment. Keep the floors clean of dust and 
debris to lessen the chance of contaminants getting under the film. Lint-free clothing and hair covers may also 
be necessary. The film should be installed immediately after the installation surface has been cleaned. 
 
Can I use an overlaminate? 
Applying 3M™ Wrap Overlaminate Series 8900 can alter the appearance of 3M™ Wrap Film Series 2080 
inherent texture. If a different graphic protection other than 3M™ Wrap Overlaminate Series 8900 is used, then 
the wrap shop assumes all risk for testing, approving, suitability, and warranty. 
Important note: All 2080 gloss and high gloss color films have a protective film layer on the surface. This 
protective film layer MUST be removed before applying an overlaminate.  
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Can I print on 3M™ Wrap Film Series 2080? 
3M™ Wrap Film Series 2080 is available in many colors, textures, and finishes and is intended to be used 
without further processing. If the film is printed, with or without graphic protection, the wrap shop assumes all 
risk for testing, approving, suitability, and warranty. 
Important note: All 2080 gloss and high gloss color films have a protective film layer on the surface. This 
protective film layer MUST be removed before printing. 
 
Are there any safety concerns when using 2080 films? 
A static electricity discharge can occur when removing the liner, creating sparks and igniting flammable vapors. 
Only use 3M™ Wrap Film Series 2080 in safe environments. 
 
Is the protective film layer on 2080 gloss and high gloss films recyclable? 
The protective film layer is classified as recyclable plastic Number 4. Recycling programs vary from country to 
country and may not be available in your area. Ask your local solid waste authority about their plastic Number 4 
recycling program. 
 
Can I use 3M™ Knifeless™ Tape with 2080 films? 
Yes, 2080 films are compatible with 3M™ Knifeless™ Tape. See Product/Instruction Bulletin Knifeless Tape for 
further information. 
 
Is the "striped" appearance on carbon fiber films normal? 
Yes. All 2080 films have some texture integral to creating their unique looks. The carbon fiber films have the 
most texture, which appears to have more depth in certain lighting conditions, giving it a somewhat 
striped look. 
 
Do some 2080 films appear to change color if applied in different directions? 
Yes. Certain film colors, such as Satin Pearl White and the Brushed Metal colors, have a directional 
characteristic to their appearance. Film colors can also vary slightly from lot-to-lot. For the most consistent 
color, use the same film lot number for an entire vehicle. 3M now offers Color Flip options that change color 
when viewed from different angles. See 3M.com/2080 and 3M Product Bulletin 2080 for details. 

 
Important note: Textured, metallic, pearl, and color flip films may have a directional characteristic to their 
appearance. For the best overall appearance, do NOT alternate between lengthwise and widthwise graphic 
panels. Follow the directional arrows when installing 2080 films to achieve consistency and help prevent color 
shifts from panel to panel. (High gloss 2080 films currently do NOT have directional arrows on the liner.) 
 

How can I ship and store 2080 gloss and high gloss films? 
All 2080 Gloss films have a protective film layer on the surface. Do not use masking tape on the protective film 
layer. Please wrap the outer layer of 2080 gloss and high gloss film with paper and fix the paper in place with 
tape to prevent the film layer from damaging. Clips can also be used to store 2080 gloss and high gloss films. 
Do not use rubber bands. See 3M Product Bulletin 2080 for further information. 
 

    
 

Figure 1: Film storage options 

 

https://multimedia.3m.com/mws/media/1273439O/4-19-knifeless-tape-product-and-instruction-bulletin.pdf
https://multimedia.3m.com/mws/media/1280126O/product-instruction-bulletin-knifeless-tape.pdfhttps:/multimedia.3m.com/mws/media/1280126O/product-instruction-bulletin-knifeless-tape.pdf
https://www.3m.com/3M/en_WW/2080-select-location/?utm_medium=redirect&utm_source=vanity-url&utm_campaign=3m.com/2080
https://multimedia.3m.com/mws/media/1733396O/product-bulletin-2080-wrap-film.pdf
https://multimedia.3m.com/mws/media/1733396O/product-bulletin-2080-wrap-film.pdf
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Installation Overview 
 

Where can I get complete installation details? 

3M offers world-class training for professional growth, as well as opportunities to earn an installer endorsement 
from 3M and be listed on the 3M website. 
 
Does 3M™ Wrap Film Series 2080 install the same way as 3M™ Print Wrap Film IJ180mC? 

Installation of 2080 films is very similar to that of 3M™ Print Wrap Film IJ180mC films. 2080 has the same 
features as IJ180mC - that is, slidable and repositionable adhesive with virtually invisible air release channels - 
but be aware of these important installation practices: 
• Align the graphic using masking tape. 

• Apply edge protection to the squeegee, such as PTFE tape or loop tape. 

• Use a heat gun, never a torch. 

 

Is film primer required on complex curves? 

3M™ Primer 94 can help any film adhere to deep channels and complex contours. Refer to  3M Instruction 
Bulletin 5.46 for recommendations. 
 
Can I wet-apply 2080? 

No. 3M does not recommend or warrant using a wetting solution on the vehicle surface when applying any film 
with air release channels. However, the installer may use a wetting solution on top of the film layer to provide 
some slip resistance for the squeegee. 
 
Are there any special application considerations? 

Yes, particularly for the Carbon Fiber and Metal finishes and for 3M™ Wrap Overlaminate Series 8900. Because 
of the unique patterns designed into these films for their realistic looking finish, improper application 
techniques show more readily on these finishes. Proper stretching and heating of the film is essential to avoid 
creating visual imperfections, which can appear as dents, bends, stretch marks, or kinks in the finish. 
See Figure 2. 
To ensure a successful application: 

• If stretching is required, stretch large sections of the film. Stretching the film in smaller sections may cause 
a series of stretch marks at every location where stretching occurred. 

• Always use even tension when stretching the film. Avoid applying too much force in one particular area, as this 
may distort the film’s finish. 

• Apply as little heat - using only a heat gun - as possible to stretch the film. The temperature at the surface of 
the film should not exceed + 65°C. 

• Avoid applying heat directly to where the film attaches to the substrate. 

 

Figure 2. Damaged Film vs. Undamaged Film Post-Installation 

 

  

https://multimedia.3m.com/mws/media/832885O/instruction-bulletin-recesses.pdf
https://multimedia.3m.com/mws/media/832885O/instruction-bulletin-recesses.pdf
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  CAUTION: Health and Safety 

• When handling any chemical products, read the manufacturer’s container labels and the Safety Data 
Sheets (SDS) for important health, safety and environmental information. 

• Follow the link to obtain SDS sheets for 3M products on 3M.com/SDS. 

• Follow the link to obtain information about substances of very high concern (SVHC). 

• When using any equipment, always follow the manufacturers' instructions for safe operation. Any 
activity performed for a long period of time in an awkward position or with a high amount of force is 
potentially a risk for causing musculoskeletal strain, pain or injury. When applying graphics, follow these 
practices to improve comfort and avoid injury: 
- Alternate your tasks during the application. 
- Schedule regular breaks. 
- Perform stretches or do exercises to improve circulation. 
- Avoid awkward reaching. 

• Heat or open flames may contribute to a flash fire or burns. Read and follow the manufacturer’s 
container labels and the Safety Data Sheets (SDS) for important health, safety and environmental 
information. Do not use heat guns near solvent mixtures or residues, or where solvent vapors may be 
present. Always provide adequate ventilation to remove emissions that result from the heat of flame 
treatment. Failure to provide adequate ventilation can result in operator exposure. 

 

Other Resources and Information 
 

More information at 3m.com/2080 

See FAQ 2080 Maintenance for Frequently Asked Questions on Maintaining and Caring for 3M™ Wrap Film 

Series 2080. 

 

Warranty Information 
For 3M warranty information, go to www.3Mgraphics.com/warranty 

 

Limited Remedy 

Unsuitable End Uses 
3M recommended product end uses are listed in each 3M graphics product bulletin. End uses not listed in the 
applicable 3M Graphics Product Bulletins are typically not eligible for 3M Graphics Warranties. For non-
recommended and/or non-warranted end uses or applications, users must test and approve the end uses or 
applications, assume any associated risks, and acknowledge that 3M has no liability for such end uses or 
applications. Please contact your 3M representative with any questions about graphic applications, end uses, 
and warranties. 

Limitations of liability 
All questions of warranty and liability relating to this product are governed by the terms and conditions of the 
sale, subject, where applicable, to the prevailing law. 
3M Commercial Solutions products are not tested against automotive manufacturer specifications! 
 

 

3M and MCS are trademarks of 3M. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 
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